
 

 

ENG 101 
THE ETHICS OF IMMORTALITY 

“THE JIGSAW PROJECT” 
  

No one knows how long jigsaw puzzles have been around. Although they were popularized in the mid-

18th Century, rumor has it that even our early homo sapiens ancestors found innovative ways of breaking 

objects apart and fitting them together to form new understandings of the world. Today, we begin a 

Jigsaw Project of our own where we will role play and create definitions of immortality before putting 

them up to the test by examining artifacts, analyzing debates, and molding the definitions into new, 

critical understandings. There are a number of important parts involved over several weeks, and every 

single student provides a vital contribution of knowledge to the final outcome.  

Part One: Day One  

A. (5 mins) In this first part of the Jigsaw Project, the class will divide into teams of 5. Each team will be 

identified by a certain “team spirit” which represents a particular disciplinary field of study. The 4 teams 

are: The Doctors, the Believers, the Researchers, and the Makers. Here is what each one represents: 

- The Doctors: psychological perspectives dealing with memory, writing, legacy, and behavior, etc. 

- The Believers: spiritual/magical perspectives dealing with magic, souls, resurrection, 

reincarnation, etc. 

- The Researchers: scientific perspectives dealing with physics, biology, chemistry, ecology, 

zoology, drugs, mutation, etc. 

- The Makers: technological perspectives dealing with artificial intelligence, mechanical 

enhancement, prostheses, etc. 

Because you have careful eyes, you probably realize that these classifications are based directly on the 

units we’ve covered (and continue to cover) in class. Keep this in mind as we continue through the Jigsaw 

Project over the next few weeks. 

B. (30 mins) Now that you’ve found your team, your 1st goal is to create a definition of immortality. 

Here’s the catch – your definition must be inspired and informed by the “team spirit” or the discipline 

your team represents. For example, “as a ‘Doctor’, how might someone interested in ideas and questions 

of memory and writing and behavior understand and define the concept of immortality?” You’ve got 5 

brains to assist in this idea, but your team should agree and end up with concise definition.  

C. (30 mins) After your team comes up with a definition, each person should contribute a brief 

rationale, a “why,” to the definition. For example, “why do I (as a representative of the Doctors) agree 

that immortality may be defined as this?” This is where you should go back through our class notes and 

readings for ideas. Write your rationale down; it’ll be a part of the presentation in the next class. 

**On Your Own (blog): finish your rationale. Find an image online that relates to your team definition 

and/or your rationale. Save both to a cloud drive. You’ll need both for the next class. 

 



 

 

What Will I Learn? 

Since we’ve already looked at various concepts of immortality over the semester, the goal now is to learn 

to situate yourself into those discussions and debates. Through the process of collaboratively creating a 

definition, you should discover that everyone has an important contribution and voice, but not all voices 

can or should be sounded at once.  

Also, by presenting your definitions and listening to your classmates present theirs, you are emulating 

the professional world where various persons with various trainings in various disciplines must find 

ways of situating their own understandings within a larger “discourse” or community.  

In your personal reflections, you will also learn to reflect on the limitations of your team agreement 

and how, perhaps what your team has decided might be very similar, or not, to the definition of another 

team.  

How Will I be Evaluated? 

For the entire Jigsaw Project, your team will receive a score. Each day that we work on the Jigsaw in 

class, your team will receive a score which will be averaged into a final team score. Team members will 

also be able to evaluate their colleagues toward the end of the jigsaw. This score involves factors such as: 

- Productivity (during the time allotted, were all members of the team actively engaged in some 

part of the production or process of the project?) 

- Respect (did all members consistently show other team members and other teams professional 

and personal respect (see syllabus policies for more information)?) 

- Creativity (did teams make an active effort throughout all parts of the Jigsaw to think and create 

in non-standard ways about the production and process of the project?) 

- Presence (were all team members consistently present to participate in the activities of the 

project?) 

- Punctuality (were materials completed and submitted on time by team members?) 

At many points in the project, like the analytical essay, the students will have an opportunity to evaluate 

their classmates through peer review and student-created grading criteria (more on that later, too). The 

definition slideshow presentation will be scored as a team (see above), and constitutes a part of the 

overall team score.  

You will also be scored individually by the instructor on the analytical essay and on your continued 

participation and engagement in class, as usual. Your individual scores should only affect the team scores 

in positive ways.  
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critical understandings. There are a number of important parts involved over several weeks, and every 
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Part One: Day Two  

A. (25 mins) Now that the group has a stable definition, and everyone has written down their rationale (5 

total), it’s time to present it to the class. Your team should take a little time to create a short slideshow 

(PowerPoint, Prezi, or Keynote are suggested) to accompany the presentation of your definition to the 

class. It should creatively display the team definition and visually incorporate each of the rationales. Be 

careful to not simply cut and paste your text onto a slideshow. Aim to show off your creativity here. 

B. (25 mins) Each presentation should last no longer than 5-6 minutes. While one group is presenting, the 

others are actively listening by taking notes on each team definition and general rationale.  

There will be a quick round of feedback by students and the instructor at the end of each presentation. 

Make sure you save your presentations to a cloud drive. You’ll need to include it in the final portfolio. 

C. (15 mins) Write a brief reflection about your team’s process in creating a definition and presenting it. 

What might be the limitations in your team’s definition? Also, mention any lingering questions and 

concerns you have about the other presentations, definitions, or your own.  

D. (5 mins) At this point, we move into Part 2 of the Jigsaw Project. You will be once again divided into a 

new group of 4. This new group consists of a representative member from every other group. The 

purpose of this is to learn how to discuss a concept with a community of experts who don’t necessarily 

agree with your ideas. 

E. (5 mins) The instructor will provide each new group with an “artifact” to examine. Over the weekend, 

the group must work together to evaluate and analyze the concept of immortality as it is conveyed 

through the given artifact. The artifact is may be textual, visual, or audio. Each group will be given the 

same set of questions to answer. Students may add their own questions to those provided.  

**On Your Own: Meet with group to complete and discuss questions. If groups cannot meet in person, 

and you cannot figure out a way to meet, meet me after class or email me before the end of the day.  
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